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STUDENT UNION 
Introducing the Customs of the New Year "Tet" 
Dragon dance 
Dancers: Bay Tran, van Tran, Nhan Tran, Tam Nghiem, 
Hing Phi, Thanh Chau, Danh Duéng and Lang Le. 
Folk dance - Cai Trong Cém (The small drums) 
Dancers: Nhung Ngoc Nguyén, ve Thi Dinh, Quang Nguyén and 


Hai Thanh Huynh. 


The dance - Are You Man Enough? 


Dancers: Phiféng Bach Nguyén and Chi Lan Tran. 


Conclusion 


THE CUSTOMS 
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PHONG TuUC 
Tet is the way the Vietnamese celebrate the 
return of spring, which in accordance with 
the lunar calendar comes toward the end of 
January. 

Even today, Tet is equivalent of Thanks— 
giving, Christmas, and several other holi- 
days all rolled into one. Preparations for 
Tet are eleborate, and take many days. 

New Year's wishes for happiness, prosperity 
and longevity are artistically written in 
Chinese characters on scarlet paper or ban- 
ners, and displayed in prominent places. 
Altars for the ancestors are set up most 
houses and candlesticks and incense burners 
are polished to a shining gloss. 

New cloths are ordered, and special delic-— 
acies cooked. 


THE TRADITIONAL RITE OF HOMAGE TO HEAVEN: 

On New Year's day, the entire national 
Celebrates with solemn and formal ceremonies 
to give thanks to God and to show their gra- 
titude for the blessing of the past year, 


and to implore God to bless and protect the 
whole New Year. 


WELCOMING THE NEW YEAR: 

To welcome the New Year, on the 30th. Peop- 
le take their last bath of the year in order 
to be thoroughly cleansed and fresh for the 
next day. 

Similarly, all bad thoughts and quarrels 
should be forgotten, and everyone's mind 
made a "clean-slate" (a concept similar to 
the Westerner's New Year's resolutions). 

At midnight sharp, salvos of firecrackers 

are exploded to welcome back from Heaven 

the spirits of the dead, to chase away evil 
spirits, and to mark the beginning of a New Year. 
These fireworks often continue until dawn. 
Everyone is on his best behavior during the 
Tet celebration, because an angry word or un- 


kind deed might bring bad luck in the coming 
year. 


DRAGON DANCE: 


One of Tet's more popular features is the 

colorful Dragon dance. The Dragon is a my- 
thical animal that symbolizes kindness and 
wisdom in Viet-Nam. People place money on 

the high locations and, if the Dragon eats 
the money, good luck will follow. 
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You her 


Tét 1a dip ngfoi viet Nam mung xuan vé 
tinh theo 4m lich, thing vao cudi thang 
giéng dudng lich. 


Ngay ca bay gid, Tét van con 1a dip cé thé 
coi tudng dufdng véi Lé Ta On, Lé Gidng 
Sinh va nhiéu ngay 1é khac chung gop lai. 
Cudc (chuan bi aé dn mifng Tet that chu ¢do 
va bat dau nhiéu ngay_ truéc. 

Nhifng cau adi viet bang chif nho trén piay 
hong a@iéu ghi nhifng Idi chic xuan phic, léc, 
tho dude trung tai nhithg, néi trang trong. 
Ban thd to tién aise thiét 14p hau hét moi 
nha va chan nén the cung duéc lau chui va 
@anh bong. 


Quan do méi du6c may va banh trai dace biét 
dudc lam. 


x f s > 
NGHi LE TE THIEN CO TRUYEN: 
Vao ngay faut nam, con dan Viét Nam td chic 
nhing pudi 1@ that, linh inh va trang trong 
ae ta on Thiféng be va @é xin ngai chuc phtic 
va phi hd cho nam méi. 


‘ ~ oy oe 
DON MUNG NAM MOL: 
De: d6n ming nam ni, ngisi ta co 
tam goi 14n cudi nam vao ngay 30 
hoan toan trong sach vao nam méi. 


thei quen 
dé dude 


Cung theo quan aiém nay, moi han 
ghét nén dudéc tha thy ¢é@ tam hon 
aéu "trong sach". 


thu, ghen 
moi nguoéi 


Vao chinh gid giao thifa, hang loat phdo no: 
vang ae don mifng 6ng ba vé va xua dudi ma 

quy va ae danh dau ngay au nam méi. Phdo 

van ti@p tuc no’ cho t6i ngay hodm sau. 


Ai citing déu co ging cul xif dang hoang, bdi 

vi mot 16i noi bat xifng hodc mot hanh déng 
khong tdt déu co thé ¢em lai su khéng mai 

cho ndm méi. 


MUA LAN: 

M6ét trong nhifng tuc 1@ dude va chudng cia 
ngay Tet 14 mia Lan. Theo huyén thoai, Lan 
1a m6t con vat tung trung cho su high héa 
va kh6n ngoan. Nguéi ta thiféng dat tien 
thiféng trén ndi cao va tin rang néu Lan 

an dude mon tién nay sé mang lai may man. 





